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Major Atlantic Slave Trade Add-on by 
University of California Researcher  
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An old Quaker village in northern 
Virginia has held on to its proud his-
tory as an Underground Railroad 
sanctuary. Lincoln, originally named 
Goose Creek, was settled by Quakers 
in the 1730s, and renamed Lincoln af-
ter the sixteenth president. Many de-
scendants of original Goose Creek 
families still live in the area. 

Lincoln, Virginia: Improbable Southern Underground Railroad Town  
One of an occasional series on Underground Railroad sites 
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Researching the trans-Atlantic slave 
trade is about to get a major boost. 

Northern-most Virginia was a hotbed 
of Underground Railroad activity, the 
village of Lincoln a prime example. 

Two prize-winning authors, one still a 
teen, are out with new nonfiction and 
fiction Underground Railroad books. 
 

Take part. The Free Press website of-
fers many ways to become involved 
in today's Underground Railroad. 
 

Email us at info@urrfreepress.com 

Have interesting news or just some-
thing to say? Send us an article or a 
letter to the editor. 

For more, visit urrfreepress.com 
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Until now, a massive database on 
shipments of enslaved people from 
Africa to the Americas included only 
the ports of embarkation and destina-
tion but not further shipments from 
ports within countries of destination.  
However, it has long been known 
that enslaved passengers were often 
intended for  final destinations be-
yond where they first landed and 
were sent on by second ships. Rec-
ords on many of these shipments in 
North America, the Caribbean, and 
Brazil exist but hadn't been cata-
logued systematically until recently. 

Enter Gregory O'Malley, a historian 
at the Santa Cruz campus of the Uni-
versity of California, who is leading a 
team that is compiling records of 
perhaps ultimately as many as 10,000 
inter-American slave shipments. 

Says O'Malley, "I went through all of 
the port records from each British 
colony in the Americas, in both the 
Caribbean and on the North Ameri-
can mainland, and logged every 
shipment that carried enslaved peo-
ple. It took a year and a half, and I 
found more than 7,600 shipments car-
rying hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple. Each shipment had merchants 
investing in slave trading, sailors in 
charge of controlling slaves on ship, 
dockworkers loading on and off the 
ships, and printers printing adver-
tisements for the slave trade. Tens of 
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thousands of people were involved in 
buying and selling people, and that’s 
really important to understanding 
how racism develops. Engaging in or 
witnessing this business on a daily 
basis desensitized people to human 
suffering." 

O'Malley's work resulted in his recent 
book on intra-American slave trade, 
Final Passages: The Intercolonial Slave 
Trade of British America, 1619-1807, 
and multiple awards for bringing 
light to forced African immigration 
during the slave trade era. 

Based in his work, O'Malley was re-
cently awarded a $220,000 grant from 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH) for his project "Fi-
nal Passages: The Intra-American 
Slave Trade Database," which will in-
Please see O'Malley, page 3, column 1 

Kentucky Underground Railroad icon 
Jerry Gore dies. 
 

Please see Virginia, page 3, column 2 

Gregory O'Malley 

10th 
Anniversary 

Year 
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Lincoln's oldest buildings dating to 
the 1800s and many others pre-
dating the Civil War still show 
signs of the community’s role in the 
Underground Railroad. Lincoln's 
Goose Creek Meeting House is one 
of the few remaining active Quaker 
churches in the region.  

Lincoln, Virginia's Quaker Meeting House 
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Cooper Wingert's tenth book, Slavery and 
the Underground Railroad in South Central 
Pennsylvania, follows three of his earlier 
histories which one reviewer called col-
lectively the definitive history of Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania, in the Civil War. 

Wingert has been awarded two literary 
prizes including the 2012 James Robert-
son Literary Award for History for his 
The Confederate Approach on Harrisburg. 

Remarkable is that he was 14 at the time 
and 12 when his first book was published. 
He is now an 18-year-old freshman on an 
academic scholarship at Dickinson Col-
lege in Carlyle, Pennsylvania. 

Obituary 
Kentucky Underground Railroad Pioneer Jerry Gore 
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Civil War author Scott Mingus calls 
Wingert "one of the finest up and coming 
young authors in the field of Civil War 
history, and a leading expert on the Civil 
War events in central Pennsylvania." 

Richard Sommers, senior historian at the 
Army War College, calls Wingert "a re-
markable young historian." 

Says reviewer Donald Gilliland, "No 
wide-eyed collector of cool stories, 
Wingert brings a shrewd, critical ap-
proach not only to his elders' favored ta-
les, but to his own work." 

Slavery and the Underground Railroad in 
South Central Pennsylvania reveals the 
struggles between slavery and abolition 
in and around the counties which include 
Gettysburg and Harrisburg, Pennsylva-
nia's last slavery hold-outs. The book de-
tails how the Appalachians and Susque-
hanna River sheltered freedom seekers, 
funneling them up from Frederick Coun-
ty, Maryland, along the Underground 
Railroad. Wingert brings to light local op-
eratives and abolition advocates such as 
William and Phoebe Wright and James 
McAllister who assisted runaways. 

100th Anniversary 
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Jerry Gore, "Mr. Kentucky Underground 
Railroad," died in August his friend 
Yvette Johnson reports. He was 70.  

Over several decades, Gore had estab-
lished himself as Kentucky's leading Un-
derground Railroad advocate, operating 
from the National Underground Railroad 
Museum which he founded in Maysville 
and from his alma mater, Morehead State 
University, where he was an administra-
tor before he retired. He was also a co-
founder of Freedom Times, which con-
ducts Underground Railroad tours and 
events. 

One of ten children, Gore earned his 
bachelor's and two master's degrees from 
Morehead State University. 

Gore, a descendant of escaped slaves, 
credited his mother Hattie with giving 
him a passion for preserving his heritage. 
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When he was seven, she told him stories 
of the Underground Railroad and of those 
who followed it to freedom, and took him 
across the Ohio River to the home that 
Rev. John Rankin and his family had used 
as a safe-house in Ripley, Ohio. 

“One of the things my mother realized 
was that we live in an unfair world, and 
she knew the effect racism and segrega-
tion could have on children,” Gore said in 
a 1995 newspaper interview. “But she al-
so knew she could keep us motivated 
with positive images of the beauty of our 
history.” 

Gore spent 27 years as an administrator at 
Morehead State University, retiring as Di-
rector of Minority Student Affairs in 1998 
to lead the National Underground Rail-
road Museum. 

Gore was designated as a Notable Ken-

New Books by Two Prize Winners: College Student's Pennsylvania 
Underground Railroad History, Dobson's California Novel 
 

Please see Gore, page 3, column 2 
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As improbable as it might seem, the Un-
derground Railroad did reach as far west 
as California as in the January, 2016, Free 
Press article on Stephen Hill of Sonora, 
California. 

Author Melanie Dobson's research in the 
Underground Railroad collection at Cali-
fornia State University library in Sacra-
mento turned up the story of freedom 
seeker Archy Lee being hidden at Hackett 
House, a Sacramento hotel owned by Af-
rican-American abolitionists Charles 
Hackett and Charles Parker. 
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tucky African American and was featured 
on the History Channel’s “Save Our His-
tory: The Underground Railroad.” 

He worked to bring attention to Col. 
Charles Young, a Kentucky native who 

Please see Two Authors, page 3, column 3 

Jerry Allen Gore 
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Of Beneath a Golden Veil, Dobson tells Free 
Press that, "I chose to set the story in Sacra-
mento after reading about Archy Lee hiding 
at the Hackett House." Dobson was also in-
spired by former slave Mary Ellen Pleasant 
who used her San Francisco boarding house 
to shelter fugitives. 

Dobson says that her early inspiration for 
writing on the Underground Railroad came 
from having grown up in a small Ohio town 
that had been an active stop on the Under-
ground Railroad. 

From Dobson's Amazon's description of Be-
neath a Golden Veil, "As elegant as the Sac-
ramento residence she operates, Isabelle La-
brie keeps her past concealed, like the treas-
ure she hides under the Golden Hotel. It’s 
1853, the heyday of the California Gold 
Rush. Isabelle is full of hope, staking her 
claim on the city’s refined clientele and her 
future on a sweetheart’s promise to marry 
her when he returns from the gold fields. 
Then, unexpected guests—fugitive slaves 
seeking safe passage to the North—force her 
to confront her past and reconsider her 
path." 

Melanie Dobson is the author of fifteen his-
torical romance, suspense, and contempo-
rary novels, five of which have received 
awards including a Best Fiction of Indiana 
prize, the ForeWord Religious Fiction Book 
of the Year prize, and the annual Carol 
Award three times. 
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Quaker Brothers Jonathan and Yardley 
Taylor founded the local chapter of the 
Manumission and Emigration Society in 
Lincoln in 1827. The following year 
Yardley Taylor was arrested and jailed 
for "enticing, persuading and advising a 
certain negro slave named ‘Harry’ to es-
cape" from Lincoln through Maryland 
and into Pennsylvania. Still at it thirty 
years later, a broadside poster accused 
Yardley of helping slaves to freedom. 

In 1849, Lincoln's Samuel Janney, also a 
Quaker, was indicted for his article 
against slavery that appeared in a local 
newspaper. Though the county grand 
jury found the article to be “calculated 
to incite persons of color to make insur-
rection or  rebellion,” the case against 
Janney was dropped, and, despite the 
threat of fines and imprisonment, Jan-
ney openly continued his opposition to 
slavery. 

A number of other records tell of Un-
derground Railroad activity in and near 
Lincoln, and of the route from there ten 
miles north across the Potomac River to 
the well documented Potomac-to-Doubs 
and Catoctin Mountain Underground 
Railroad routes in Maryland. Lincoln 
lies a few miles from Waterford, Virgin-
ia, another Quaker village very active in 
the Underground Railroad. 

Lincoln, Virginia, today is an especially 
picturesque place well worth a visit. 
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was the United States military’s first Afri-
can American colonel. 

In 2012, the National Education Associa-
tion and the Association for the Study of 
African American Life and History pre-
sented Gore with the Carter G. Woodson 
Memorial Award in recognition of his 
work promoting the memory of the Un-
derground Railroad. 

Jerry Allen Gore was born March 27, 
1946, in Maysville, the son of the late 
Hattie Wormley Gore and the late Austin 
Richard Gore, Sr. He leaves seven surviv-
ing siblings, two grandchildren, and nu-
merous nieces and nephews. 

“God just really blessed him with story-
telling,” said Gore’s close longtime friend 
Peggy Overly, who worked with him on 
the museum and is president of Freedom 
Time. “Whatever age group it was, he 
could relate to it. He would always say, ‘I 
don’t bring shame or blame. I’m here to 
teach the history of my people.’” 

3

tegrate his work into the massive Voy-
ages Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Data-
base, which has so far catalogued over 
35,000 slave-trading voyages from Afri-
ca to the Americas. The Voyages website 
draws about a thousand visitors a day 
as its listings have become a main go-to 
source for those researching the transat-
lantic slave trade. Until now, the Voyag-
es database has provided only trans-
Atlantic voyages, omitting the approxi-
mately 25 percent of arriving Africans 
who were sent on by another ship once 
within the Americas. 

O'Malley's NEH grant also supports a 
new free interactive online database on 
slave trade within the Americas and in-
tegrates it into the Voyages site; and the 
hiring of researchers to catalogue places 
of internal slave shipments such as Bra-
zil,  incorporating research of O'Malley's 
co-principal investigator, history profes-
sor Alex Borucki of the University of 
California at Irvine. “We want to add 
material that Alex used to write his 
book tracking slaves from Brazil to what 
[are] now Argentina and Uruguay,” 
says O’Malley. 

O’Malley added, "That there are thou-
sands of these shipments, and all kinds 
of business were also trading slaves in-
dicates how ubiquitous slavery was in 
early American society. We are living in 
a country where black lives are often 
treated as if they didn’t matter, and it’s 
built on this slave trade. This disregard 
for their welfare and wellbeing is im-
portant background for modern race re-
lations. It shows a long history of deval-
uing black lives in American society.” 

For more, visit slavevoyages.org for the 
master database and amzn.to/2f5wuGt 
for O'Malley's book. 

Gore 

Two Authors 


