1
2

May 2015

Volume 10, number 54

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD FREE PRESS®
Independent reporting on today’s Underground Railroad
urrFreePress.com

Selma March 50th Anniversary As Captured by White House
Chief Photographer Souza and Free Press Contributor Bordewich
In This Issue
The White House Photographer and a
prominent historian visit Selma 50
years after Bloody Sunday.
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Nominate someone or an organization for a 2015 Free Press Prize. Visit
Prizes at our website for more.

Pete Souza

Fergus Bordewich

On March 7 when President Obama
presided at the fiftieth anniversary
observance of the infamous Bloody
Sunday police riot in 1965 at Selma,
Alabama, he assigned Chief White
House Photographer Pete Souza to
capture the event for posterity. His
photographs are evidence that Souza
had his heart in the assignment.

In their lives and careers, Fergus and
Jean Bordewich have long been active
in promoting racial justice.

Shown on the last page here are his
best as the President and First Lady,
former First Couple George and
Laura Bush, Freedom March organizer Rep. John Lewis and others led
thousands in a peaceful march across
the Pettus Bridge. It was there on
March 7, 1965, that local police used
dogs, clubs, tear gas and fire hoses on
peaceful Freedom Marchers, sending
scores to hospitals and jails.
The contrast on the bridge between
1965 and 2015 tells much about racial
See Souza, page 3, column 2
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Fergus Bordewich's writings, particularly his books Killing the White Man's
Indian and Bound for Canaan: The Underground Railroad and the War for the
Soul of America, are piercing histories
on racial injustice in America.
Jean Bordewich's involvements promoting the faltering United States
democracy at a prominent foundation
and formerly as chief of staff of the
United States Senate Rules Committee have put her front and center in
promoting racial justice.
As the 50th anniversary of Bloody
Sunday approached, the couple put
aside their busy careers and made the
trip to Selma to pay their respects to
that racial breakthrough of a half cen-

How far west did safe-houses get on
the Underground Railroad? Pretty far.

2
An Underground Railroad site gets its
restoration funded the modern way:
through crowdfunding.

2
Take a few minutes to help profile the
international Underground Railroad
community by taking the 2015 Free
Press survey.
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Iconic Pete Souza photos of the Selma Freedom March 50th anniversary
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See Bordewich, page 3, column 3

Honor a Person or an Organization With a 2015 Free Press Prize
Since 2008, Underground Railroad Free Press has awarded annual
prizes for contemporary Underground Railroad leadership,
preservation and advancement of knowledge, the top honors in
the international Underground Railroad community.
Past winners have been honored for discovering or preserving
Underground Railroad sites and artifacts, founding or leading
organizations, writing books, performing research, and Underground Railroad promotion. Artistic accomplishment, official in-

terest, legislation and financial support may also be considered.
Individuals and organizations from any country are eligible for
nomination. Nominating is easy. Just download a nomination
form from our website, complete it, and email it to us at Publisher@urrFreePress.com. The 2015 nomination deadline is June
30. Visit urrfreepress.com/#prizes for more information and to
view past winners.
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The Westernmost Safehouse

One of an Occasional Series on Underground Railroad Sites

Look soon in your email for our invitation to participate in the 2015 Free Press
Survey of the International Underground
Railroad Community.

Though African-American trailblazer Jim
Beckwourth (1798-1866) and a few other
Underground Railroad figures made it as
far as California, safe-houses are known
only as far west as where the Great Plains
begin in Kansas, Nebraska and Iowa. The
westernmost safe-house known today is
the Mayhew Cabin in Nebraska City, Nebraska, just west of the Missouri River.
Allen and Barbara Kagy Mayhew moved
to Nebraska in 1854 and built the cabin in
the following year. Barbara’s younger
brother, John Kagy, lived with the family
in the winter of 1855-56 and afterward
moved to Kansas to promote the antislavery cause where he became involved
with the Underground Railroad.
Kagy helped freedom seekers heading
north through Nebraska and used his sister’s home as a safe-house. The Underground Railroad route used by Kagy and
the Mayhews went through southeast
Nebraska towns such as Falls City and

The Mayhew Cabin is located at 2012 Fourth
Corso in Nebraska City and is open to the
public. The cabin's cellar opens to a tunnel
which leads to a nearby cave which the
Mayhews and Kagys used to shelter freedom
seekers.
Visit mayhewcabin.org or call 402.873.3115
for more.
Interior of the Mayhew Cabin
Nemaha. Once escaping slaves reached
Nebraska City, they crossed the Missouri
River into the free state of Iowa en route
to Civil Bend and Tabor, Iowa.
After being widowed, Barbara Kagy lived
with her father Abraham in the Camp
Creek area where he had lived since the
late 1850s near Barbara’s sister, Mary Kagy Davis. Abraham Kagy, Mary Davis
and their families also took part in Underground Railroad activity making it a
family endeavor.

Crowdfunding Campaign Hits Its Mark
in Saving Historic Oro Settlement Church
Though the term crowdfunding has been
in use for less than a decade, the concept
has been around since at least the 1880s
when large numbers of donors of small
donations funded the construction of the
Statue of Liberty.
These days, crowdfunding websites such
as GoFundMe, Kickstarter, Indiegogo,
Kabbage and EquityNet now raise over
$5 billion annually to fund a wide variety
of ventures from high tech to the arts to
social causes.
It was only a matter of time, and now
crowdfunding is supporting important
Underground Railroad work, too.
In February, Janie Cooper-Wilson and
friends launched a fundraising campaign
to save the historic Oro Settlement
Church in Oro-Medonto Township, Ontario, Canada. The log church was built in
1849 by black pioneers, many of whom
were freedom seekers from the United
States, and was named a Canadian National Historic Site in 2000.
The church has been closed to the public
since 2013 because of its deteriorated
condition. Though parishioners spend
about $3,500 annually on operations and
maintenance, this has been insufficient to
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The Oro Settlement Church

stem the tide of time.
Said Wilson at the outset of the campaign, “It’s reached the point now where
it must be done properly if the younger
generations are going to be able to see it
and enjoy it. If it’s lost, it’s like we’ve lost
ourselves.”
In April, the campaign hit its initial goal
of $140,000, with crowdfunding at gofundme.com raising $79,261, nearly 60
percent of the total. The rest came from
private, public and in-kind donations.
More is needed. Donations may be made
to Oro-Medonte Township, 148 Line 7 S,
Oro-Medonte, Ontario, L0L 2E0, Canada.
For
credit
card
payments
call,
705.487.2171.

Underground Railroad Free Press is a free newsletter
published by Underground Railroad Free Press, 2455
Ballenger Creek Pike, Adamstown, Maryland, 21710.
Back issues are available free at our website. Free
Press is distributed by email. Send email address
changes and new subscriber email addresses to publisher@urrfreepress.com.
We welcome news articles and letters to the editor.
All rights to submissions including emails and letters
will be treated as unconditionally assigned to Free
Press for publication and copyright purposes, and
subject to our unrestricted right to edit and comment
editorially unless otherwise agreed with authors.
Free Press accepts tasteful nonpolitical advertising
which we reserve the right to reject for any reason
which in our sole judgment is not acceptable. Submit
advertising in pdf, jpg or text formats. Visit our website for rates and layout specifications.
Contents of any Free Press issue are protected by
copyright and may not be reproduced in whole or in
part for any reason without prior approval of the
publisher. Underground Railroad Free Press is a registered trademark.
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Editorial
Why So Many Murders of Black
People by Police? Poor Screening.
February 26, 2012: High school student
Trayvon Martin of Miami is shot dead by
a neighborhood vigilante while walking
home from the grocery.
August 14, 2014: An unarmed Michael
Brown, 18, is shot twelve times and killed
by police in Ferguson, Missouri.
April 4, 2015: Unarmed Walter Scott is
shot in the back eight times and killed by
police in North Charleston, South Carolina.
April 12, 2015: Freddie Gray, a 25-yearold Baltimorean stunted by lead paint as
a child, was put in good condition into a
police van with five officers after being
falsely arrested and came out minutes
later with a fatal spinal cord injury.
Repeating a pattern seen far too often,
Martin, Brown, Scott and Gray were
black, their murderers white.
While there are occasional cases of justifiable homicide of a black person by a police officer of color, black-on-black murder of innocents at the hands of police
doesn't seem to exist. Rather, the spectacle of police murder of blacks appears to
be exclusively white on black.
Certainly, the majority of white law enforcement personnel are competent, nonracist and abhor white-on-black murder
by police. But for the bully, racist or "psychopath among us" wanting to abuse
people under good cover against retribution, what better place to work than law
enforcement.
So how do they get hired in the first
place?
Murderers behind badges would be
weeded out or at least have a far lower
chance of being hired if sheriff departments, police forces and prisons were required to screen applicants for psychopathy, racism, poor people skills or just
plain bad attitudes. However, many law
enforcement agencies not only don't
screen out these red flags but actually operate under a culture which makes it easier for the miscreant to gain entry.
It is time for the United States Department of Justice to start prosecuting negligent law enforcement agencies which
aren't screening or don't want to.
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Souza

Bordewich

progress made in the United States.

tury earlier when they were teens disturbed by the vicious resistance to racial
justice erupting in their country then.

Pete Souza had the following to say about
Selma 2015.
❦
I was a young boy growing up in Massachusetts at the time, and I can’t say that I
was aware of what was happening in
Selma. I didn’t know the marchers were
attacked at the bridge with billy clubs
and tear gas. I didn’t know that there was
this much hatred in the South between
blacks and whites.
In later years, as I became interested in
photojournalism, it was the photographs
that brought that awful day to life for me.
I came to admire the photographs especially of Charles Moore, a photojournalist
who was documenting civil rights for Life
magazine. I probably learned more about
what had happened on that day and in
that period of time by studying his photographs than I did in any history class I
ever had in school. For me, the photographs depicted the horror and the hatred in a way that words couldn’t.
Last Saturday, as I accompanied the
Obama family to Selma for the 50th anniversary of Bloody Sunday, I couldn’t help
but think of the photographs taken by
Charles Moore and other brave photojournalists 50 years ago. Their photographs, taken ostensibly for daily and
weekly publications, have now become
powerful images for history.
Their frozen moments in time are with us
forever.
Last Saturday, my job was much easier.
There were no billy clubs or tear gas.
Along with colleague Lawrence Jackson, I
was there to also capture moments in
time for history. But these were symbolic
and celebratory moments.
John Lewis, 50 years later, was not being
clubbed at the bridge; he was there as a
Congressman from Georgia, introducing
the President of the United States.
Amelia Robinson was not being knocked
unconscious by a state trooper; as a 103year-old, she was there in her wheelchair,
marching across that same bridge next to
the President and First Lady.
These were just two of the dozens of foot
soldiers in attendance who had marched
that day 50 years ago and helped
changed the course of history. Without

At the request of Free Press, Fergus Bordewich had the following to say about his
and his wife's 2015 pilgrimage to Selma.
❦
In March, my wife Jean and I traveled to
Selma, Alabama with a group led by
Congressman John Lewis, one of the original leaders of the watershed Civil Rights
march that took place there fifty years
ago. More than any other single event,
that march symbolizes the determination
and ultimate triumph of the nonviolent
struggle for Civil Rights in the Deep
South.
While it was thrilling to see President
Barack Obama stand before the now famous Edmund Pettus Bridge, where the
marchers were gassed and clubbed in
1965, reminding us that although much
had changed the full promise of equality
for all is yet to be fulfilled, the most
touching words were delivered by Rep.
Lewis.
He spoke of the time, within our own living memory, when not a single AfricanAmerican was registered to vote in
eighty-percent black Lowndes County,
Alabama.
"To register, by law you needed a white
person to vouch for you, and no white
person in his right mind was going to do
that for you," Lewis said. Asked what, fifty years ago, he had expected of America
when he first marched across that bridge,
he replied, "That we’d get more people
registered. But a black president? That I
would be sitting in Congress? Not in a
million years."

Souza

them, it’s unlikely that I would have been
there documenting my boss, Barack
Obama — the first African-American to
become President of the United States.
It is fitting that we’ve chosen a gallery on
the 50th anniversary of that day in Selma
to kick off a new way of presenting photographs. In the weeks and months to
come, we’ll regularly post galleries like
this — providing a different perspective on
life here at the White House or on the
road. Sometimes it will be a series of thematic images. Other times, it might just be
a single photo with a great story behind it.
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Selma 50th

The fiftieth anniversary march down Selma's Broad Street,
the same route taken by Freedom Marchers in 1965

This time, a peaceful march over the Pettus Bridge

President Obama addresses the crowd as Michelle Obama
and President and Mrs. Bush look on

Freedom Marcher John Lewis, today a Member of the United
States House of Representatives, and President Obama

Freedom Marcher Amelia Robinson, 103, is thanked.

A replica of a circa 1965 Selma prison cell

