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A Note on the Cover Illustration 

 

 
Frank Wanzer recounted the Underground Railroad flight of himself, Emily Foster, Mary Elizabeth 

and Barnaby Grigby and two unknown others to William Still who included their account in his 

landmark 1872 book The Underground Railroad. The six, enslaved at Oak Hill Plantation near Aldie, 

Virginia, fled for their freedom on Monday, Christmas Eve, 1855, across the Potomac River into 

Frederick County, Maryland. 

 

Wanzer told Still that his party traveled by horse-drawn wagon from the Potomac along roads “on 

the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad,” a route which took the six freedom seekers up country lanes 

closely paralleling the tracks through farms transected by this rail line and then owned by Under-
ground Railroad Free Press publisher Peter Michael's family including Margaret and Ezra Michael, 

owners of Cooling Springs Farm and its spring house, an Underground Railroad safe-house. Still 

owned by the family, the farm today is an Underground Railroad historic site open to the public. 

 

Traveling north from the Michael farms along the tracks took the six freedom seekers into an en-

counter of tragedy and triumph in what came to be known as one of the most famous Under-

ground Railroad escapes ever recorded.  As William Still relates Frank Wanzer's account, the six 

continued alongside the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad and “came to Hood’s Mill, near the dividing line 

between Frederick and Carroll Counties, on Christmas day” where they were assaulted by whites. 

The two couples defended themselves, drove off the assailants, abandoned their wagon and fled 

on horseback for speed.  One of the unnamed freedom seekers was shot and killed as he tried to 

escape, the other captured and re-enslaved.  

 

The Wanzer-Still account relates that by December 26, the two couples reached Columbia, Penn-

sylvania, where they were sheltered by William Whipper, and by New Year's Day, 1856, arrived at 

the Still safe-house in Philadelphia.  By January 28, the two couples were safe in Canada where 

they lived the rest of their lives.  In August, 1856, Frank Wanzer retraced his route, rescued his sis-

ter, brother in law and friend from Oak Hill and led them to freedom in Canada. 

 

An engraving of the assault and its defense at Hood’s Mill on which the survey's cover painting is 

based appears in Still’s book and is one of the most enduring images from Underground Railroad 

times.  The color painting on the cover of this report, closely faithful to the engraving, was com-

missioned a few years ago by Allen U. Nelson, great-great-grandson of Frank Wanzer.  Peter Mi-

chael is the great-great-grandson of Margaret and Ezra Michael who all signs point to having shel-

tered the Wanzer party the night of Christmas Eve, 1855, in their spring house.  The painting also 

adorns the cover of Peter Michael's book, An American Family of the Underground Railroad. 

 

Allen Nelson, Peter Michael and their wives, two latter-day Underground Railroad couples, have 

been good friends for several years after Allen and Peter discovered one another through the in-

ternet.  Both are members of the board of directors of Friends of the Underground Railroad. 
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I.  Summary and Recommendations 

To the best of our knowledge, Underground Railroad Free Press's 2007 Underground Railroad Survey is 

the first survey administered to a wide cross-section of the Underground Railroad community.  We are 

pleased to have commissioned the survey and to provide it at no cost to all interested.  Bound copies of 

the this survey report have been provided to the chief executive officers and senior staff of all major Un-

derground Railroad organizations.  Readers of this report are welcome to download and distribute it as 

they like.  We hope you find the survey and report of good use in your Underground Railroad work.  We 

would be pleased to answer any questions you might have for us about the survey and can be reached at  

publisher@urrFreePress.com or 301.874.0236. 

 

Following is a summary of the findings from the Underground Railroad Free Press 2007 Underground 

Railroad Survey.  Full results are presented in section IV of the report. 

Underground Railroad Knowledge and Status 

On the whole and despite their known affinity to Underground Railroad matters, survey respondents have 

no better than an average to above-average knowledge of the Underground Railroad.  Their knowledge is 

gained mainly from the internet, books, articles and lately from Underground Railroad Free Press. 
 

About half of respondents received instruction on the Underground Railroad before graduating from high 

school but the proportion is 80 percent for youngest respondents dropping steadily to 20 percent for old-

est respondents.   The proportion of survey respondents receiving Underground Railroad instruction did 

not reach half until about 1970. 

 

Even among this survey sample which is much better primed on the Underground Railroad than the gen-

eral populace there is not a wide belief that the Underground Railroad had a strong effect in shaping 

United States history. 

 

Two-thirds of respondents have been involved in Underground Railroad matters for one to ten years, 

one-sixth for less than a year and one-sixth for more the a decade.  This distribution exemplifies how re-

cent is the resurgence of interest in the Underground Railroad in the United States and  Canada. 

Modern Underground Railroad Institutions 

The National Park Service's Network to Freedom program is by far the best recognized Underground Rail-

road organization, with the Freedom Center and Underground Railroad Free Press distant seconds.  Re-

spondents feel that all eight Underground Railroad organizations mentioned in the survey are important 

in promoting and building awareness of contemporary Underground Railroad matters, with the Network 

to Freedom again heading the list but, in this case, with the others close behind. 

 

On how best to promote and support Underground Railroad efforts, respondents suggested, in order of 

frequency, stronger emphasis of the Underground Railroad in curricula, dramatic and documentary Un-

derground Railroad films and television programs, a central Underground Railroad internet nexus, better 

communication among Underground Railroad groups, better overall marketing of the Underground Rail-

road and more active press relations by major Underground Railroad organizations. 

Site Knowledge and Opinions On Site Classification 

Respondents offered 49 Underground Railroad listings involving 43 lesser known sites, more than half of 

which they gave a top Wellman Scale rating.  These listings have been provided to the Network to Free-

dom. For classifying and formally listing Underground Railroad sites, respondents expressed strong pref-

erences that undocumented sites with convincing oral traditions be listed with their Wellman Scale ratings 

and for making clear distinctions between sites which were for and against the Underground Railroad. 
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Underground Railroad Free Press 

Two-thirds of respondents had read Underground Railroad Free Press.  Respondents gave Free Press 
high ratings and expressed a very wide variety of opinion on desired content.  Ways most often sug-

gested for improving Free Press were making it more widely available, involving readers and Free Press 
providing links to other organizations, all of which we will undertake soon this year. 

Respondent Demographics 

Survey respondents tended to be older, at the CEO- or staff-levels in their careers, well educated, almost 

exclusively from the United States and rather heavy on researchers and writers.  The most typical re-

spondent was a 55-year-old, staff-level, American female researcher with a master's degree. 

Recommendations 

For the Underground Railroad Community 

Full versions of the following recommendations can be found on the pages indicated. 

 

Recommendation Page 

Promotion of Underground Railroad education by all Underground Railroad institutions and lo-

cally in schools and communities by individuals involved in Underground Railroad matters  

11 

Underscoring how deeply United States history and the modern American consciousness were 

shaped by the Underground Railroad having won "the war for the soul of America" 

12 

More consistent emphasis in the United States and Canada on universal education on the Un-

derground Railroad in school and university curricula 

14 

To educate the public on the Underground Railroad, get a major studio to produce a feature-

length drama on a gripping actual Underground Railroad account with top stars in leading roles 

14 

That some major Underground Railroad organization adopt as part of its mission the assembly 

of broad Underground Railroad information and put it on a single web site 

14 

Regular business meetings of national Underground Railroad organizations to coordinate com-

munication among them, strengthen active press relations by them, and formulate and imple-

ment a national Underground Railroad marketing plan 

15 

Broaden Underground Railroad site listings by using the Wellman Scale to provide a more accu-

rate historical rendering of the actual Underground Railroad network as it was in its time 

15 

That all Underground Railroad organizations adopt the Wellman Scale in listing sites 16 

Classifying sites as to whether they supported or opposed Underground Railroad work 17 

For Underground Railroad Free Press 
Survey respondents provided a number of very useful suggestions to improve Underground Railroad Free 
Press.  We will be implementing the following actions detailed on the pages indicated. 

 

Action Page 

Conducting an Underground Railroad survey of the general public 6 

Increasing coverage of Free Press features which respondents rated most highly 18 

Broadening Free Press circulation  18 

Involving readers more 18 

Acting as a conduit to link readers with other Underground Railroad organizations 18 
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II.  Background of The 2007 Underground Railroad Survey 

Survey Population and Sample 

Eligible to participate in the 2007 Underground Railroad Survey were the approximately 1,100 persons on 

the Underground Railroad Free Press mailing list as of early June, 2007, all of whom were emailed invita-

tions to participate in the survey. Free Press's mailing list mainly comprises a very broad cross-section of 

Underground Railroad site owners, elected officials and their staff, Underground Railroad program execu-

tives and employees, researchers, writers, enthusiasts and others.  In  addition, there are perhaps 200 

recipients of unknown Underground Railroad affiliation who have been added to the mailing list at their or 

others' request since Free Press began publication in 2006. 

 

With the survey's invitees consisting almost entirely of those with a special interest in the Underground 

Railroad, the 2007 Underground Railroad Survey is not a survey of the public but one of an affinity group 

of people especially interested in Underground Railroad matters and should be regarded as such when in-

terpreting results.  For example, three-fourths of this survey's respondents have visited an Underground 

Railroad site, a proportion bound to be far higher than for the general population. 

 

It would be very useful to conduct an Underground Railroad survey of the general public and Under-
ground Railroad Free Press will give strong consideration to doing this. 

 

The invitation to participate in the 2007 Underground Railroad Survey was sent by email and reached 863 

recipients.  The survey resulted in a sample of 111 completed responses, a participation rate of 12.9 per-

cent, which in survey sampling terms would be regarded as a middling response rate. 

Sub-Samples 

To analyze results of certain survey questions as indicated later herein, survey results were disaggregated 

into sub-samples.  For example, it was useful to know if opinions on several matters differed according to 

type of Underground Railroad involvement as measured in question 36.  A particularly interesting disag-

gregation was whether or not respondents had received instruction on the Underground Railroad in 

school versus respondent age. 

Administration of the Survey 

The survey was administered by a 40-question instrument contained in section IV herein at the web site 

of AdvancedSurvey.com, Underground Railroad Free Press's survey administration vendor, during the first 

three weeks of June, 2007.  Survey data were analyzed by proprietary survey analysis software custom-

ized for this survey, and further analyzed through personal inspection by a well-qualified statistical ana-

lyst.  There were no difficulties encountered in tabulating or analyzing survey data. 

III. Resulting Degrees of Confidence in This Survey 

Margins of Error 

Three Levels of Accuracy 

Statistically, there are three general levels of accuracy attainable from surveys. 

Small Samples 
The least accurate sample is what is referred to as a small sample which involves samples of less than 

30.  Small-sample analysis requires looser tools of analysis, sacrifices flexibility through use of these tools 

and results in the least confident conclusions.  Small-sample analysis was not used for this survey. 

Large Samples 

At sample sizes of 30 and beyond, different, less sacrificing statistical tools may be used for analysis 

yielding less error and higher confidence in results.   
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Optimal Samples 

Generally, a total sample size of 384 is necessary for a survey in order to guarantee never more than five 

percent error in the worst case, no matter the statistic examined.  The worst case for error for a sample 

statistic occurs for a sample proportion of fifty percent, error for other survey statistics — proportions 

other than fifty percent and means — being less.  

Reduction of Error Through the Sampling Fraction 

When a significant fraction of a population is sampled, random error from the sampling is reduced.  In 

the extreme, when an entire population is sampled, random error is reduced to zero.  In the 2007 Under-

ground Railroad Survey, error was reduced in this fashion in the amount shown below.  Please see Ap-

pendix One for a discussion of error reduction from this effect.  Following are the population size, sample 

size, the sampling fraction and error reduction from the sampling fraction for this survey.   

 

Population size: the number receiving invitations to take the survey 863 

Sample size: the number of responses 111 

Sampling fraction: Sample size/population size 12.9% 

Reduction of random error from the sampling fraction 6.6% 

Random Error in Survey Statistics 

Taking into account the reduction in random error because of this survey's sampling fraction, worst-case 

random error for survey results in which the entire sample of 111 responded is ±8.7 percent.  Random 

error is greater for questions to which the full sample did not respond.  Levels of random error in this 

survey may generally be regarded as comfortable in interpreting survey results. 

Measures of Central Tendency 

We find it useful to refresh readers of survey reports on the differences among the three measures of 

central tendency of a series of data — the mean, the median and the mode.   These three measures of 

central tendency are the most basic of summary statistics and among the most useful and often used. 

Mean 
The  mean is the same as an average and is the sum of the observations in a data series divided by the 

number of observations.  For example, a basketball player’s scoring average is calculated by adding all 

the points he or she has scored in a season and then dividing by the number of games played. 

Median 

The median is the middle observation of a ranked data series, and has as many observations above it as 

below it in the ranking.  The median of the series 5, 50, 500, 5000, 50,000 is 500 which has two observa-

tions on either side of it.  The median of the series 1, 1, 1, 1, 2, 2, 3 is 1 which has three observations on 

either side of it.   In some tables to follow, the median is expressed as, for example, 8.5.  While respon-

dents in a one-to-ten Likert scale choice had no choice of a rating of 8.5, this value as a median results 

when there were equally many responses with a rating of 8 or below as 9 or above.  

The Mode 
The mode of a data series is the observation that occurs most often in the series.  In the second series 

above, the mode, is 1.  The first series above has no mode as no one observation occurs most often.  

When data are categorized, the modal category is the one containing the highest number of observa-

tions. A bimodal distribution is one in which two observations tie for being most frequent. 

Confidence Intervals For Survey Statistics 

For Proportions 

Comparisons of confidence intervals for proportions in the survey involving the full sample of 111 are 

shown as follows.   The largest possibility for error occurs when a proportion is 50 percent, for example 

if, in a yes-or-no question, half answered yes, half no. 
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If the proportion of respondents an-

swering a question a certain way is: 

Then the 99% confidence in-

terval for this proportion is: 

And the 95% confidence in-

terval for this proportion is: 

5% 0.0% to 10.0% 1.2% to 8.8% 

50% 38.6% to 61.4% 41.3% to 58.7% 

Using Proportions in The Survey 

Generally, proportions from the survey may be used with reasonable confidence and taken at face value.  

Comparisons of proportions across two questions in the survey can be made with weaker confidence and 

should be more cautiously interpreted.  

For Means 

The confidence interval for a mean depends on the variance of the data from which the mean was calcu-

lated, that is, how scattered the data were about their mean.  Some questions in the present survey in-

volve proportions but more involve means from use of the one-to-ten Likert Scale.   

 

The maximum random error for any question in this survey is ±21.4 percent for question 13 on familiarity 

with the Menare Foundation for which the 95-percent confidence interval for mean familiarity on the one-

to-ten scale used was 2.74 ± .59 or a range from 2.15 to 3.33. This is more than narrow enough to be 

able to draw solid conclusions on respondents' familiarity with this organization. 

Using Means in The Survey 

Means from this survey may be used with reasonable confidence and taken at face value.  The same ca-

veats as apply for proportions generally apply for means from the survey.   

Caution In Using Pooled Results 

For some questions in this survey, pooling of results could lead to misleading interpretations, masking 

otherwise well-defined results of different groups of respondents.  The experiences of the groups, and 

therefore their respective knowledge, attitudes and practices, can vary significantly and attempting to 

draw conclusions based on their mix of different experiences might sometimes be unwarranted.   

 

As an exaggerated example, if a survey were conducted in Ottawa and Miami on knowledge, attitudes 

and practices regarding snow blowers, pooling the two very different sets of results would not reflect the 

experiences of either group and would be utterly misleading in drawing any conclusions on snow blowers.   

 

In the 2007 Underground Railroad Survey, differences between, for example, Underground Railroad re-

searchers versus program operators or site owners could be blurred when their results are pooled, and 

pooled results might be misleading to the user if subjected to unsupported interpretations. Therefore, 

depending on the question, caution is urged in taking interpretations of pooled results too far.  

How Unclassifiable Responses, Non-Responses and Rounding Can Affect Results 

Unclassified respondents could have arisen in the sample if the respondent was unclear about a classifi-

cation regarding, for example, employer type or title level.  However, though this is a common occur-

rence in surveys, we are not aware of unclassifiable responses occurring in this survey. 

 

A second factor at work that also can cause a seeming disparity in survey statistics when in fact they are 

precise is that not all respondents might answer a given question, and that if the non-response rate var-

ies from subsample to subsample in a survey, this can seemingly distort resulting statistics.   

 

A third factor is rounding of survey statistics.  For example, two mean ratings to two-decimal precision 

might be 7.55 and 7.64, both of which rounded to one-decimal precision would show as 7.6.  If one of 

these is the full-sample mean and the other is a subsample mean, and both are displayed as 7.6, this 

could appear to be an impossible equality between the two means when in fact they are different.  

 

Keep these contingencies in mind when comparing summary statistics.  Such is the world of statistics. 
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IV.  Survey Results 

Format of Presentation of Responses 

Summary statistics of responses to all questions are presented only for the full sample of 111, or for 

however many answered a question, without disaggregations into sub-samples.  In a few cases, disag-

gregations are shown after summary statistics.  In the remainder of this report, summary statistics are 

displayed in the following formats. 

For Proportions 

For questions whose responses are proportions, summary statistics are presented as frequency distribu-

tions in the following format. 

 Frequency 

Answer Choice 1 % 

—  —  — % 

Answer Choice n % 

For Measures of Central Tendency 

For questions whose responses result in the three measures of central tendency — the mean, median 

and mode — summary statistics are presented in the following format. 

 

Mean Median Mode 

n.n n n 

 

How to Interpret Ratings From a One-to-Ten Likert Scale 

The following interpretation of a one-to-ten Likert Scale may be used for interpreting the survey's ratings 

using this scale.  "Average" appears twice here since mean and median of a one-to-ten scale are 5.5. 

 

Rating Meaning  Rating Meaning 

10 Highest possible  5 Average 

9 Very high  4 Below average 

8 High  3 Low 

7 Above average   2 Very low 

6 Average  1 Lowest possible 

 

Panel A-  Underground Railroad Knowledge and Status 

Questions as presented in the survey are shown verbatim in italics below. 

Question 1 

On the one-to-ten scale following, where one is unaware and ten is expert knowledge, how would you 
rate your overall knowledge of the Underground Railroad? 
 

Mean Median Mode 
6.4 7 7 

Question 2 

Please check as many as three of the following which you regard as your primary recent sources of in-
formation on the Underground Railroad. 
 

Books on the Underground Railroad ..............................................................................................24.4% 

Academic articles or publications on the Underground Railroad .....................................................20.2% 



 2007 UNDERGROUND RAILROAD SURVEY Page 10 

U N D E R G R O U N D  R A I L R O A D  F R E E  P R E S S  

Internet searches ..........................................................................................................................17.6% 

Underground Railroad Free Press newsletter .................................................................................13.0% 

Other [Respondents were asked to enter a response] ...................................................................11.5% 

Network to Freedom Conductor newsletter......................................................................................6.5% 

Friends of the Underground Railroad The Lantern newsletter ..........................................................2.7% 

Menare Foundation newsletter ........................................................................................................1.9% 

Underground Railroad Freedom Center on-line community ..............................................................1.5% 

Georgetown College Voice of Freedom newsletter ...........................................................................0.8% 

 

Responses under "Other" above numbered 42 and were distributed as follows.  The proportions below 

sum to the 11.5 percent of the "Other" category above. 

 

A specialized Underground Railroad program...................................................................................2.7% 

A friend or colleague .......................................................................................................................1.9% 

Research into own family's involvement ..........................................................................................1.9% 

Other own research.........................................................................................................................1.6% 

Own research on local oral traditions...............................................................................................1.1% 

Primary source research..................................................................................................................0.8% 

Other ..............................................................................................................................................0.8% 

Newspapers ....................................................................................................................................0.5% 

Market Shares of Underground Railroad News Publications 
On a day-to-day basis as above, many respondents use the internet, books and academic articles or pub-

lications most often as sources of information on the Underground Railroad, especially true of respon-

dents who in question 36 identified themselves as researchers, writers or academicians. 

 

From respondents who listed the six news publications above, the frequency distribution of their reader-

ship normalized to include just these six publications is as follows.  Below, the index for a publication 

other than Underground Railroad Free Press indicates that publication's readership among respondents as 

a fraction of Underground Railroad Free Press readership. 

Publication Market Share Index 
Underground Railroad Free Press newsletter 49.2% 100.0 

Network to Freedom Conductor newsletter 24.6% 50.0 

Friends of the Underground Railroad The Lantern newsletter 10.2% 20.7 

Menare Foundation newsletter 7.2% 14.6 

Underground Railroad Freedom Center on-line community 5.7% 11.6 

Georgetown College Voice of Freedom newsletter 3.0% 6.1 

Question 3 

Did you receive any instruction on the Underground Railroad from schools you attended in grade school, 
middle school or high school? 
 

Yes ...............................................................................................................................................51.9% 

No.................................................................................................................................................48.1% 

 

After disaggregating responses to this question by decade of age as provided from question 36, the fre-

quencies as shown in the following chart obtain. 

 

The trend of the emergence of education on the Underground Railroad in United States primary, middle 

and high schools is clear in the chart, with half of students having begun to receive such exposure begin-

ning with the respondent age cohort now in its fifties.  This cohort entered grade school from about 1954 

to 1963 and graduated from high school from about 1966 to 1975.  Our hypothesis is that most people 

now in their fifties did not begin receiving instruction on the Underground Railroad until after the Civil 
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Rights revolution of the 1960s by which time 

they were in high school.  

 

It is gratifying to see that proportions of people 

receiving school instruction on the Underground 

Railroad have gained over time, rising from 20 

to 80 percent over a period of less than two 

generations, slow progress to be sure.  In our 

opinion, all United States and Canadian students 

should receive instruction on the Underground 

Railroad. 

 

 

     Recommendation 

We would assume that all of the major modern Underground Railroad in-

stitutions mentioned in this survey, and the many smaller ones that were 

not, already espouse the inclusion of instruction on the Underground 

Railroad in school and university curricula.  We don't have a feel for how 

active this promotion might be.  We recommend vigorous explicit promo-

tion of education on the Underground Railroad by all Underground Rail-

road institutions and further urge individuals involved in Underground 

Railroad matters to actively promote Underground Railroad education in 

their local schools and communities. 

Question 4 

Have you ever visited an Underground Railroad safe-house or route? 
 

Yes ...............................................................................................................................................73.6% 

No.................................................................................................................................................26.4% 

Question 5 

Other than pleasure or professional reading, how long have you been actively involved with Underground 
Railroad matters? 
 

Less than one year........................................................................................................................16.6% 

1-5 years ......................................................................................................................................26.5% 

6-10 years.....................................................................................................................................26.5% 

11-15 years...................................................................................................................................13.7% 

16-20 years.....................................................................................................................................5.9% 

21-25 years.....................................................................................................................................1.0% 

26-30 years.....................................................................................................................................2.9% 

More than 30 years .........................................................................................................................6.9% 

 

Mean Median Mode 
10.7 years 7.0 years 1-5 years  

6-10 years1 

 

 

                                                
1 This result is an example of the earlier-mentioned bimodal distribution, one in which two categories tie for being 
most frequent. 
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Question 6 

To the best of your knowledge, was a branch of your family involved in the Underground Railroad in any 
of the following ways?  Check as many as apply. 
 

Freedom seeker .............................................................................................................. 13 respondents 

Conductor ......................................................................................................................... 7 respondents 

Safe-house operator........................................................................................................ 21 respondents 

 

Six respondents had two relationships above and one had all three.  Respondents whose families worked 

in the Underground Railroad comprise 36.9 percent of the survey sample, and possess significantly higher 

Underground Railroad knowledge than the average of other respondents from question 2. 

Question 7 

Where one is least and ten is most, to what extent would you say the Underground Railroad shaped 
United States history? 
 

Mean Median Mode 

6.6 7 8 

 

We do not find the resulting three measures of central tendency above surprising given that the survey 

sample on the whole is well versed in the Underground Railroad, but we were surprised at the variance of 

responses which showed more than a third of respondents answering five or less in this rating, opining 

that the Underground Railroad had either a middling or weak effect in shaping United States history. 

 

     Recommendation 

As one prominent Underground Railroad author put it, the Underground 

Railroad was the war for the soul of America.  For its 280-year existence, 

the Underground Railroad frankly posed to Americans, Canadians and 

others an inescapable moral question which became central to the fabric 

of daily life and the very consciousness of the two countries.  A nation 

was willing to risk tearing itself asunder to give life to the moral impera-

tives which the Underground Railroad would not let it ignore. If all of this 

is not the shaping of a nation, then one wonders what would be.  We 

recommend that Underground Railroad organizations and individual Un-

derground Railroad proponents underscore to others how deeply United 

States history and the modern American consciousness were shaped by 

the Underground Railroad having won "the war for the soul of America." 

 

Panel B-  Modern Underground Railroad Institutions 

Questions 8-15 

Questions 8 through 15 each asked the following question: Where one is least and ten is most, how fa-
miliar would you say you are with the following modern Underground Railroad institutions?  

 Mean Median Mode Index2 

8. Cincinnati's National Underground Railroad Freedom Center 4.5 3 1 36.5 

9. The National Park Service's Network to Freedom program 6.3 7 10 100.0 

10. Friends of the Network to Freedom 3.4 3 1 31.8 

11. Friends of the Underground Railroad 4.0 3 1 34.3 

12. Underground Railroad Free Press 4.4 3 1 36.1 

                                                
2 This index is the sum of mean, median and mode normalized to 100 against the top-ranked index. 
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13. The Menare Foundation 2.7 1 1 20.2 

14. Google's MapMuse map of Underground Railroad sites 2.7 1 1 20.2 

15. Georgetown College's Underground Railroad Institute 2.6 1 1 19.7 

 

The rank order of familiarity according to the index is: 

 

The National Park Service's Network to Freedom program................................................................100.0 

Cincinnati's National Underground Railroad Freedom Center...............................................................36.5 

Underground Railroad Free Press .......................................................................................................36.1 

Friends of the Underground Railroad ..................................................................................................34.3 

Friends of the Network to Freedom ....................................................................................................31.8 

The Menare Foundation .....................................................................................................................20.2 

Google's MapMuse map of Underground Railroad sites .......................................................................20.2 

Georgetown College's Underground Railroad Institute ........................................................................19.7 

 

Here, the National Park Service's Network to Freedom program is far and away the most recognized 

modern institution involved with the Underground Railroad with nearly three times the recognition of the 

runners-up Freedom Center and Underground Railroad Free Press.  Note that the Freedom Center and 

Georgetown College's Underground Railroad Institute are essentially local organizations, the Google map 

and Free Press are new, and Friends of the Underground Railroad and the Menare Foundation are weak, 

essentially leaving the field to the Network to Freedom. 

 

Underground Railroad Free Press is very gratified that with less than a year since being launched Free 
Press ranks third and nearly second in familiarity. 

Questions 16-23 

Questions 16 through 23 each asked the following question: Where one is least and ten is most, how im-
portant in promoting and building awareness of contemporary Underground Railroad matters would you 
say is each of the following Underground Railroad institutions?  

 Mean Median Mode Index3 
16. Cincinnati's National Underground Railroad Freedom Center 6.4 7 10 86.3 

17. The National Park Service's Network to Freedom program 8.1 9 10 100.0 

18. Friends of the Network to Freedom 6.6 7 10 87.1 

19. Friends of the Underground Railroad 6.3 7 10 86.0 

20. Underground Railroad Free Press 6.6 7 10 87.1 

21. The Menare Foundation 5.4 5 5 56.8 

22. Google's MapMuse map of Underground Railroad sites 6.5 7 10 86.7 

23. Georgetown College's Underground Railroad Institute 6.1 7 10 85.2 

 

According to the index, the rank order of importance in promoting and building awareness of contempo-

rary Underground Railroad matters is: 

 

The National Park Service's Network to Freedom program................................................................. 100.0 

Underground Railroad Free Press ........................................................................................................ 87.1 

Friends of the Network to Freedom ..................................................................................................... 87.1 

Google's MapMuse map of Underground Railroad sites ........................................................................ 86.7 

Cincinnati's National Underground Railroad Freedom Center................................................................ 86.3 

Friends of the Underground Railroad ................................................................................................... 86.0 

Georgetown College's Underground Railroad Institute ......................................................................... 85.2 

The Menare Foundation ...................................................................................................................... 56.8 

                                                
3 This index, too, is the sum of mean, median and mode normalized to 100 against the top-ranked index. 
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In contrast to respondents' opinions expressed to questions 8 through 15 on familiarity with the major 

contemporary Underground Railroad institutions, their responses to questions 16 through 23 above ex-

press their opinion that all eight of the institutions named are important in promoting and building 

awareness of contemporary Underground Railroad matters with the Network to Freedom again leading 

the list but with six of the other seven organizations being rated nearly as highly.  

Question 24 

In your opinion, what single measure would be most effective in gaining wider national recognition and 
support of the Underground Railroad and its legacy?  Please enter your response in the box below.   
 

The distribution of the 80 suggestions offered follows. 

 

Stronger emphasis of the Underground Railroad in school and university curricula ...........................19.8% 

Both dramatic and documentary Underground Railroad films and television programs .....................13.6% 

A central internet nexus on the Underground Railroad........................................................................9.9% 

Better communication among Underground Railroad groups, large and small .....................................9.9% 

Better overall marketing of the Underground Railroad ........................................................................8.6% 

More active press relations by major Underground Railroad organizations ..........................................8.6% 

More historical research ....................................................................................................................6.2% 

Strengthening of particular major Underground Railroad organizations...............................................4.9% 

Stronger emphasis on Canadian involvement in the Underground Railroad .........................................3.7% 

Celebrity endorsement and promotion of the Underground Railroad ...................................................3.7% 

National program for Underground Railroad road signage and tours...................................................3.7% 

Better overall funding.........................................................................................................................1.2% 

A National Underground Railroad Day ................................................................................................1.2% 

Other suggestions ..............................................................................................................................4.9% 

 

Most of these are excellent, if not necessarily easily implemented, objectives.  These suggestions could 

lead to a long list of recommendations.  We offer the following suggestions as most important and with 

the largest prospective impact. 

 

Recommendations 

1. We recommended above a more consistent emphasis in the United 

States and Canada on universal education on the Underground Railroad 

in schools and universities. 

2. We urge the major Underground Railroad institutions to work toward 

getting a major film studio to produce a feature-length drama on some 

gripping actual Underground Railroad account with top stars in leading 

roles.  Free Press will do its part in helping others to promote this. 

3. There is no single comprehensive web site to which one can go to 

find a broad range of information on the Underground Railroad.  The 

several following are excellent but limited.  The MapMuse site provides 

the best map of Underground Railroad sites but is no more than a map 

and is cluttered with ads.  The Freedom Center web site must of neces-

sity concentrate on marketing the Freedom Center's Cincinnati museum.  

The Network to Freedom web site excludes most Underground Railroad 

sites.  Free Press's web site is basic and pertains mostly to the publica-

tion. Friends of the Underground Railroad's site, perhaps the most at-

tractive, offers a good Underground Railroad overview but is weak on of-

fering visitors much exploration of interests.  We recommend that some 

major Underground Railroad organization adopt as part of its mission the 

assembly of broad Underground Railroad information and put it on a sin-
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gle site.  Whatever organization does this can count on Free Press 
strongly promoting the effort. 

4. We recommend that a major Underground Railroad organization 

host regular business meetings of national Underground Railroad organi-

zations for purposes of coordinating communication among Underground 

Railroad groups and active press relations by them, and formulating and 

implementing a national Underground Railroad marketing plan. 

 

Panel C-  Site Knowledge and Opinions On Site Classification 

Question 25 

Some Underground Railroad safe-houses and routes are well known today and others are not.  If you are 
aware of an Underground Railroad site which you feel deserves better recognition, please enter its name, 
location and a brief description up to 450 characters below.  Site owners will not be contacted.  If you 
would rather, you may email this information in any length to publisher@urrFreePress.com. 
 

Respondents offered 49 Underground Railroad listings involving 43 sites.  [Some sites were listed by 

more than one respondent.]  The sites, the Wellman Scale ratings which respondents ascribed to each 

site and general site locations are shown in Appendix Three herein.  We note that all sites mentioned are 

safe-houses and that none is an Underground Railroad route. 

 

These listings have been provided by Underground Railroad Free Press to the National Park Service's 

Network to Freedom program for its investigation and research of the sites. 

 

     Recommendation 

The 43 Underground Railroad safe-houses offered by respondents here 

only scratch the surface of little-known sites which need to be identified, 

rated and catalogued. There are bound to be hundreds more, many per-

haps with a Wellman Scale rating of only level two or three, which pos-

terity begs be found and noticed.  MapMuse accepts sites with any Well-

man Scale rating and is becoming the largest and fairest listing of Under-

ground Railroad sites but, as seen in this survey, is still little known even 

among Underground Railroad cognoscenti.  The Network to Freedom site 

list includes only sites with written documentation with Wellman Scale 

ratings of level five or, in a few cases, four, and thus excludes the vast 

majority of Underground Railroad sites.  We are not aware of other 

comprehensive national or international site lists.  In the past, the Net-

work to Freedom has been urged to broaden its listing by using the 

Wellman Scale to provide a more accurate historical rendering of the ac-

tual Underground Railroad network as it was in its time, and we respect-

fully reiterate this recommendation. 

Question 26 

If you answered the question above, please continue with the present question.  Otherwise, please skip 
to question 27.  The Wellman Scale is used to rate the likelihood that a site was part of the Underground 
Railroad.  Please rate the site you named above according to one of the five following ratings on the 
Wellman Scale. 
 

Level 1—  Story probably not true ............................................................................................... 0 listings  

Level 2—  Story possibly true, but no evidence so far ................................................................... 4 listings 
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Level 3—  Good chance the story is true. Evidence of abolitionist sympathies, abolitionism  
or African-American background but no direct evidence of Underground  
Railroad activity so far .................................................................................................. 5 listings 

Level 4—  Story almost certainly true. Considerable evidence of involvement................................ 8 listings 

Level 5—  Story almost certainly true. Conclusive evidence of involvement. Strong primary  
 source evidence of Underground Railroad activity ........................................................27 listings 

Three site listings were unrated by respondents.   

Question 27 

Because they were illegal, most Underground Railroad sites never had written documentation.  Some feel 
that listing today's Underground Railroad sites should require written proof while others feel that when 
documentation is absent places with convincing oral traditions or stories handed down should also be 
listed as Underground Railroad sites.  Which of the following approaches do you feel is best in listing Un-
derground Railroad sites? 
 

Exclude sites with convincing oral tradition but no documentation....................................................24.0%  

List undocumented sites with convincing oral tradition and documented sites...................................10.0%   

Use the Wellman Scale to list both documented sites and undocumented sites with  

a Wellman Scale rating provided for each site ..................................................................................66.0% 

Three-fourths of respondents believe that undocumented Underground Railroad sites with convincing oral 

tradition deserve a place in formal Underground Railroad site listings.  Of these, 87 percent favor inclu-

sion based on Wellman Scale ratings. 

 

     Recommendation 

We recommend that all Underground Railroad organizations adopt the 

Wellman Scale in listing sites including undocumented sites. 

Question 28 

Do you consider places of enslavement, escape sites, arrest sites, slave auction sites and the like to have 
been Underground Railroad sites in their day? 
 

Yes ..................................................................................................................................................72.4% 

No....................................................................................................................................................27.6% 

Question 29 

Which of the following choices do you prefer for listing places of enslavement, escape sites, arrest sites, 
slave auction sites and the like on modern Underground Railroad site lists? 
 

These places were Underground Railroad sites; include them on Underground Railroad site lists ......35.0% 

These places were not Underground Railroad sites; exclude them from site lists ................................1.0% 

Keep two lists, one for places aiding the Underground Railroad, the other for places such as  

escape sites, arrest sites and slave auction sites which opposed the Underground Railroad ..............64.0% 

From questions 28 and 29, respondents expressed clear preferences for the inclusion of undocumented 

sites to be listed with their Wellman Scale ratings and for separating sites which were for and against the 

Underground Railroad into two clearly labeled lists. 
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   Recommendation 

To round out an accurate picture of the context of the Underground Rail-

road as it actually operated, we recommend the inclusion of sites which 

were opposed to the Underground Railroad in its time but which had im-

pact on freedom seekers and their supporters, even if negative.  To pro-

vide an accurate rendering to the public and especially to the non-

expert, we further recommend clearly labeling Underground Railroad 

sites as to whether they supported or opposed Underground Railroad 

work. 

 

Panel D-  Underground Railroad Free Press 

Question 30 

We would very much value your opinions on Underground Railroad Free Press to help us improve the 
publication.  First, have you ever read Underground Railroad Free Press? 
 

Yes ..................................................................................................................................................64.4% 

No....................................................................................................................................................35.6% 

Question 31 

What features below would you most like to see continued in Underground Railroad Free Press?  Please 
check as many as five. 
 

Historical articles ..............................................................................................................................13.4% 

Calendar of upcoming Underground Railroad events .......................................................................10.0% 

Reporting on protection of Underground Railroad sites.......................................................................9.5% 

Book reviews......................................................................................................................................9.3% 

Reporting on individual Underground Railroad safe-houses or routes..................................................8.4% 

Reporting on threats to Underground Railroad sites ...........................................................................7.9% 

Modern issues or controversies of the Underground Railroad..............................................................7.6% 

Reporting on education on the Underground Railroad ........................................................................7.2% 

Letters to the editor ...........................................................................................................................4.5% 

Reporting on contemporary political and legal matters regarding the Underground Railroad ...............4.3% 

Reporting on financing of Underground Railroad programs.................................................................4.1% 

Reporting on major Underground Railroad organizations ...................................................................4.0% 

Editorials ............................................................................................................................................3.8% 

Plays, art, music and entertainment of the Underground Railroad.......................................................3.1% 

International articles .........................................................................................................................2.2% 

Reporting on executive changes at major contemporary Underground Railroad organizations ............0.9% 

 

The 111 survey respondents entered a total of 582 preferences in response to this question.  Under-
ground Railroad Free Press very much values this input and, on the basis of it, will increase our coverage 

of the top-rated features above in future editions of Free Press. 

Question 32 

In the box below, please briefly describe what you feel is your best single suggestion for improving Un-

derground Railroad Free Press.  Thank you. 
 

We are grateful to survey respondents who provided many very useful suggestions for improving Under-
ground Railroad Free Press.  The three most frequent suggestions and how Free Press will address them 

follow. 
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Broaden Circulation: Publicize Free Press to Make It Available to More Readers 

We agree.  Though our distribution list of now over a thousand email addresses is believed to be the 

largest circulation of any Underground Railroad publication, we would like of course to serve an even 

broader audience.  To this end, we are taking several measures: 

 

 In periodic issues of Free Press beginning with the July, 2007, issue, we will include appeals to our 

readers to share the benefits of Free Press with their colleagues, family members, friends, elected of-

ficials and others by forwarding Free Press or having us distribute it. 

 We have asked executives and senior staff of the major Underground Railroad organizations who are 

receiving bound copies of the full report of this survey either to distribute Free Press to their staff 

members when the publication arrives to them or to provide us with email addresses for distribution. 

 Question 40 of this survey let respondents provide email addresses of others whom they want to re-

ceive Underground Railroad Free Press.  The responses to this question have expanded our mailing 

list by about eight percent. 

 We see that our distribution is very short on readers in Canada and the United States Midwest.  We 

are making a special effort in contacting our Canadian and Midwest readers and others in these two 

locations to expand our readership in and better serve these two audiences. 

 We appeal to you here to forward to us the email addresses of those whom you would like to receive 

Underground Railroad Free Press.  Just email the addresses to us at publisher@urrFreePress.com and 

we will be sure that those you refer to us begin receiving Free Press with the next issue. 

Involve Readers 

Since it began publication, Underground Railroad Free Press has accepted articles, news releases, letters 

to the editor and advertisements.  However, our invitation to submit these might have been "buried in 

the small print" of the legal notice provided with each issue.  This invitation has now been reformatted to 

be more prominent. 

 

In addition, Free Press intends to solicit reader opinion and input on one matter or another as we have 

done with the 2007 Underground Railroad Survey.  There are several prospective topics which we are 

considering on which reader opinion will be sought and about which you can expect to hear from us ei-

ther in an issue of Free Press or by special email notice. 

Provide Links to Other Organizations 

Beginning with the July, 2007, issue, each issue of Free Press will include an email link to a page on our 

web site with direct links to other Underground Railroad organizations large and small.  If you would like 

us to list your organization, please email relevant information including the web address of the organiza-

tion to us soon at publisher@urrFreePress.com. 

Question 33 

Where one is worst and ten is best, please provide an overall rating of Underground Railroad Free Press. 

 

Mean Median Mode 

7.1 8 8 

 

Panel E-  Respondent Demographics 

Question 34 

The following demographic questions are important in being able to analyze how the knowledge, atti-
tudes and practices of different groups of respondents vary on issues regarding the Underground Rail-
road.  Again, you are taking this survey anonymously.  In which of the following categories is your age? 
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[The category choices were age decades from teens to 70s plus "80s and older".] 

 

Mean Median Mode 
48.3 years 55.4 years Sixties 

Question 35 

Which is your gender? 
 

Female..........................................................................................................................................60.0% 

Male..............................................................................................................................................40.0% 

Question 36 

Please indicate which of the following types of Underground Railroad involvement describe your involve-
ment.  If you have more than one type of involvement, please check all that apply. 
 

Researcher....................................................................................................................................19.7% 

Descendant of an Underground Railroad freedom seeker, conductor or safe-house operator .........14.1% 

Writer ...........................................................................................................................................14.1% 

Private-sector Underground Railroad program operator, employee or volunteer4 ..........................10.6% 

Public-sector Underground Railroad program operator, employee or volunteer ...............................5.6% 

Federal government but not another public-sector choice here........................................................5.6% 

Underground Railroad site owner or site operator............................................................................5.6% 

University or college faculty ...........................................................................................................5.6% 

State or local government but not another public-sector choice here ..............................................5.1% 

Grade school, middle school or high school faculty .........................................................................2.0% 

Staff of elected public official .........................................................................................................1.5% 

Elected public official.......................................................................................................................0.5% 

None of the above but interested in the Underground Railroad........................................................8.6% 

None of the above ..........................................................................................................................1.5% 

 

On the average, respondents to this question named 1.8 types of involvement. The most frequent over-

lap is that most respondents who classified themselves as researchers also classified themselves as writ-

ers and vice versa. 

Question 37 

Which one of the following occupational title levels best describes your primary position in employment?  
If you are retired, please select the title which best describes the most relevant position to Underground 
Railroad matters which you occupied before retiring. 
 

CEO/Chairman/Member, board of directors/ Administrator/Executive Director/General Manager ....20.1% 

COO/President5/Vice President/Deputy Administrator/Associate or Assistant General Manager.........6.6% 

CFO/Controller/Treasurer/Staff-level director [but not board director] .............................................1.1% 

Full Professor ..................................................................................................................................2.2% 

Associate or Assistant Director/Associate or Assistant Professor.....................................................11.0% 

Manager........................................................................................................................................13.2% 

Analyst/Accountant/Professional/Staff officer [but not corporate officer] .......................................29.7% 

Supervisor/Coordinator..................................................................................................................14.3% 

Clerical staff ....................................................................................................................................1.1% 

Student ...........................................................................................................................................0.0% 

                                                
4 Including nonprofit organizations 
5 Unless CEO 
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Question 38 

Which of the following is your highest level of educational attainment? 
 

Less than high school......................................................................................................................0.0% 

High school degree .........................................................................................................................5.8% 

Some college ..................................................................................................................................9.6% 

Bachelor's degree..........................................................................................................................10.6% 

Some graduate school.....................................................................................................................8.9% 

Master's degree.............................................................................................................................51.9% 

Doctorate........................................................................................................................................9.6% 

Post-graduate program ...................................................................................................................3.9% 

 

Mean Median Mode 
Master's degree Master's degree Master's degree 

Question 39 

In the box below, please type the Postal Service's two-letter abbreviation of the name of the state in 
which you work, for example, RI for Rhode Island.  For respondents working outside the United States, 
please indicate your country of work.  For retired respondents, please indicate your state or country of 
primary residence. 
 

United States respondents .............................................................................. [104 respondents] 99.0%  

Canadian respondents.............................................................................................[1 respondent] 1.0%  

Respondents from other countries...................................................................................................0.0% 

 

The distribution of respondents within the United States is: 

 

Mid-Atlantic...................................................................................................................................40.4% 

Northeast ......................................................................................................................................26.9% 

South ............................................................................................................................................19.2% 

Midwest ..........................................................................................................................................8.7% 

West ...............................................................................................................................................4.8% 

 

We note that the Midwest, especially with its substantial concentration of Underground Railroad sites in 

Ohio and Indiana, is under-represented.  We also note the near total absence of Canadian respondents.  

Underground Railroad Free Press will be looking to expand its reach to better serve its Canadian and 

Midwest audiences. 

Question 40 

If there are officials, colleagues, family members, friends or other persons whom you would like to re-
ceive Underground Railroad Free Press, please type their email addresses in the box below and we will be 
sure that they begin receiving Underground Railroad Free Press with the July, 2007, issue. 
 

The 85 email addresses which respondents offered have been added to Underground Railroad Free 
Press's subscription list.  
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Appendix One 

Reduction of Sampling Error Through the Sampling Fraction 

 
Let n equal a sample size and N equal the size of the population from which the sample is drawn.  When 

the sampling fraction, n/N, is more than five percent, random sampling error begins to be appreciably re-

duced and therefore a smaller sample size to insure no more than a given percentage error, e, becomes 

possible.  Then, the Finite Population Multiplier, FPM, reduces the standard error of a sampling statistic 

such as a mean or proportion as follows: 

 

FPM = 

! 

N " n

N "1
 

 

Error reduction = 1 - FPM 
 

For example, a survey of 105 of 1655 property owners in a community for an agency of a state govern-

ment involved the following population and sample sizes.  In this case, random error from sampling was 

reduced as follows: 

  

• n = 105 

• N = 1655  

• n/N = .063 

 

Thus, 6.3 percent of the population was sampled.  While it is possible that the sample included more than 

one response from the same parcel, we still have 105 responses from 1655 parcels.  

 

Then, using the formula above, the finite population multiplier, FPM = .968 and error is reduced by the 

complement of this, or 3.2 percent, not a very significant amount. 

 

In another example, exactly half of the Fortune 500 companies responded to a survey.  In this case, 

 

• n = 250 

• N = 500 

• n/N = .500 

 

and the finite population multiplier is .707 leading to a 29.3 percent reduction in random error from sam-

pling, an appreciable amount. 

 

In the case of the 2007 Underground Railroad Survey, we have: 

 

• n = 111 

• N = 863 

• n/N = .129 

 

and the finite population multiplier is .934 leading to a 6.6 percent reduction in random error from sam-

pling, an appreciable amount. 
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Appendix Two 

Survey Welcome and Thank You 

Part I-  Welcome 

Thank you for taking your time to complete Underground Railroad Free Press's 2007 Underground Rail-

road Survey which you are taking anonymously and should require only about five minutes of your time. 

Your input will be of great value to many Underground Railroad organizations to which results will be 

provided and to Underground Railroad Free Press in shaping its future content. You will be privy to full 

survey results when they are posted on our web site in July. Thank you again. 

 

Part II- The Survey 

Part II consisted of the survey's questions shown in section IV of this report. 

 

Part III- Thank You 

Thank you very much for taking your time to complete the 2007 Underground Railroad Survey. Results 

will be featured in the July, 2007, issue of Underground Railroad Free Press, shown in detail on our web 

site and provided to major Underground Railroad organizations and others for their use. Survey results 

will also be used to improve Underground Railroad Free Press and align its content more closely with the 

desires and suggestions offered by survey respondents. 



 2007 UNDERGROUND RAILROAD SURVEY Page 23 

U N D E R G R O U N D  R A I L R O A D  F R E E  P R E S S  

Appendix Three-  Site Listings and Ratings From Questions 25 and 26 

Note that several sites were offered by more than one survey respondent. 

 

1. Appoquinimink Friends Meeting House, Odessa, Delaware ..............................................................2 

2. Belmont Mansion Philadelphia, Pennsylvania ...................................................................................5 

3. Berry Farm, Oxon Hill, Maryland......................................................................................................5 

4. Big Thicket National Preserve, Texas...............................................................................................5 

5. Duffield Street homes, Brooklyn, New York .....................................................................................3 

6. Duffield Street homes, Brooklyn, New York .....................................................................................3 

7. Brown Cabin, Charles County, Maryland. .........................................................................................3 

8. Buxton Historic Site and Museum, Ontario, Canada .........................................................................5 

9. Canadian sites ................................................................................................................................3 

10. Chapman's Forest, Charles County, Maryland ..................................................................................3 

11. Chester County Historical Society, Pennsylvania ..............................................................................5 

12. Constitution, Washington county, Ohio, home of Judge Ephraim Cutler...........................................4 

13. Cooling Springs Farm, Maryland ......................................................................................................5 

14. Cooling Springs Farm, Maryland ......................................................................................................4 

15. Cooling Springs Farm, Maryland ............................................................................................Unrated 

16. David Ruggles Boarding House, New York City................................................................................5 

17. Dennis Farm, Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania...........................................................................5 

18. Dennis Farm, Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania.................................................................Unrated 

19. Dismal Swamp, Virginia and North Carolina.....................................................................................5 

20. Eastern Shore of Maryland, Delaware and Virginia ..........................................................................5 

21. Emmart United Methodist Church, Rolling Road, Baltimore County, Maryland, 21244 ......................2 

22. Farmington-Macedon area of upstate New York ..............................................................................5 

23. First Unitarian Church, Franklin Street, Baltimore, Maryland (Unitarian-Universalist Congregation) ..4 

24. Fort Mose, Florida ...........................................................................................................................5 

25. Friends Meeting House, Wilmington, Delaware................................................................................2 

26. Harriet Tubman's Beaufort, South Carolina, locations from the Civil War .........................................4 

27. Henderson Lewelling House, Salem, Iowa .......................................................................................5 

28. Historic Second Baptist Church, Detroit ...........................................................................................5 

29. John Jones House, Binghamton, New York......................................................................................5 

30. John Parker House, Ripley, Ohio .....................................................................................................5 

31. John Parker House, Ripley, Ohio ....................................................................................................5 

32. John Rankin House, Ripley, Ohio.....................................................................................................5 

33. John Rankin House, Ripley, Ohio ....................................................................................................5 

34. John Todd House, Tabor, Iowa .......................................................................................................5 

35. Mount Aventine, Charles County, Maryland .....................................................................................3 

36. Penn Center Street, Helena Island, South Carolina ..........................................................................5 

37. Phillips Folly, Maysville, Kentucky ....................................................................................................4 

38. Pierpont Safe-house, 3532 Rolling Road, Baltimore County, Maryland, 21244..................................5 

39. Reputed fugitive strongholds in Maryland, California, Mexico, etc. ...................................................5 

40. Several sites in southern Indiana and north central Kentucky east and west of Louisville. ...............5 

41. Stephen and Harriet Myers Residence, Albany, New York ...............................................................5 

42. Swains Mill, Mechanicsburg, Indiana ...............................................................................................5 

43. Thomas Shipley house, Delaware City, Delaware ............................................................................5 

44. Thomas Garrett Home, Wilmington, Delaware.................................................................................2 

45. Underground Railroad from East Texas to Mexico ...........................................................................3 

46. Underground Railroad sites in Iowa, Nebraska and in Ontario .........................................................4 

47. West Coast Underground Railroad.........................................................................................Unrated 

48. Wildcat Manor, Camden, Delaware..................................................................................................4 

49. William and Phebe Wright homestead, Adams County, Pennsylvania...............................................4 


